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Let us now fear the LORD our God,
Who gives us rain, both the former and the later
in its season.
He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the
harvest.

(Jeremiah 5:24)
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Bell of Hope Article: Y’s Men’s Club, YMCA Kawagoe

Arriving in Japan
and facing the
cultural differences:
Loneliness due to
o] language barrier
Have you ever been to
a new place, about
11,000 km away from
your home, where
almost all the residents
speak only the native
language? Well, that was my situation when I arrived in
Japan in September 2024 to pursue a Master’s Program.
My search for an affordable accommodation led me to a
traditional  Japanese residential community —
Tsurugashima City, Saitama Prefecture — in which over
95% of local people speak only Japanese.

As soon as I settled in my apartment, I felt a strange kind
of loneliness — no chance; and no Japanese language
knowledge to easily speak with anybody, not even the
neighbors! I quickly realized that I must make friends and
learn Japanese. I consulted the City Hall, and I was told
that there is a Japanese Language session run by
volunteers at a community center nearby my apartment. |
joined the program. After about 4 sessions, the program
organized a speech contest, open to the local community,
where I met Mr. Goshiro Yamamoto, the Y’s Men’s Club
Coordinator in Tsurugashima and an alumnus of Rikkyo

s

QF e

University who, later, introduced me to the Y’s Men’s
Club in Kawagoe.

Settling in Japan and creating friendship: Y’s Men’s
Club Kawagoe YMCA network

The short presentation I made during my first meeting
with the Y’s Men’s Club members at the Kawagoe YMCA
office opened doors for great friendship and partnership.
I felt a big relief that all members speak English, are well
travelled (one member had visited Uganda — my home
country), and were eager to know more my country and
my personal life, business initiatives, and experience in
Japan. The more Y’s Men’s Club’s meetings I attended,
the more the relationship and the network developed!

Boby Ogwang at YMCA Kawagoe, 2025.05.24

Building a bridge between Japan and Uganda:
Collaboration through the YMCA network

I’'m happy that through the Y’s Men’s Club network, the

@ foundation for a
strong bridge
between Uganda and
Japan has been built.
For example, through
the connection and
support of Hisayo-
san, we have created
an exchange program
(still online) between Good Hope Nursery and Primary
school (my small school in Apac, Uganda) and Kanbe
Kindergarten in Saitama, Japan. I’'m hopeful that, through
the on-going discussions with other
members such as Keiko-san (about
home host for exchange teachers
from Good Hope and other
education-related initiatives) and
Yoshino-san (about acquiring and
shipping Japanese tractors for
mechanized farming services in
Uganda), my connection with Japan

will, forever, remain strong.
Hisayo, Joyce & Boby, at Kanbe
Kindergarten, 2026.07.10

Boby OGWANG,
Masters in International Business Management,
Rikkyo University, Tokyo — Japan
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